The End of the Campaign
This is an arrangement you find in many courts in the country
at the present time.
The Somersetshire Museum fills this wonderful hall with
its exhibits to-day, and the curious will find among these
treasures interesting prints and relics of the Rebellion and
the Bloody Assize.
It was here that poor Simon Hamlyn was sentenced.
He was a Dissenter, it is true, but had nothing to do with
the rebellion. He lived a few miles outside Taunton and
had been into the town to advise his son not to meddle with
the rebels nor " concern himself in the matter, but submit
to the will of God in all things." He had also once been
in the town on a market-day to obtain provisions. He was
with many other Dissenters brought in on suspicion and put
on his trial before Jeffreys. Any other judge might have
listened to his defence, but the poor wretch had little skill
or courage perhaps to put it forward, and was rapidly
convicted.
It is recorded of Mr Bernard Smith, the Mayor of Taun-
ton, that he had the pluck to intervene and tell Jeffreys that
he was sure he was an innocent man, but all that the judge
did was to sneer at him saying: " You have brought him
on : if he be innocent, his blood be upon you." Jeffreys'
apologists try to make out that this or some other magistrate
had concocted dishonest evidence against Hamlyn. There
seems no evidence of this. The phrase, "You have brought
him on," was a typical piece of Jeffreys' humour. The
Mayor as justice was bound to commit anyone suspected of
rebellion, and the fact that he interceded for the man shows
that he wished him no ill. Hamlyn was undoubtedly a man
whose life was taken by the judge to satisfy his insane hatred
of Dissenters, and the judge's remark to the courageous
Mayor is another exhibit of his Sadistic sense of humour. A
further effort was made to obtain a reprieve of Hamlyn, and
in the State Paper Office an entry of his pardon appeared,
But it came too late, Jeffreys was taking no chances, and
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